Estimating sample sizes for continuous, binary, and ordinal outcomes in paired comparisons: practical hints.
Paired data occur in crossover trials and matched case-control studies, and it is rare to find studies reporting sample size calculations associated with these types of studies, despite recommendations from editors that sample size calculations should be justified. In this article we describe some simple formulas and strategies for calculating the number of patients that should be entered into a matched or paired study when the outcome measures are continuous, binary, or ordinal.